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ATC signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the AAI Cor-
poration on May 17, 2000 for the
Corporation’s use of ATC’s range
and airfield testing facilities for
Shadow 200 flight testing. This
working partnership involves the
Army in the evolution of system
and safety testing during the
Shadow development.  This part-
nership should contribute to
overall program cost efficiency
and schedule achievement.

The U.S. Army awarded AAI
Corporation a low-rate initial
production contract to develop
the Shadow 200, designated by
the Army as RQ-7A, in Decem-
ber 1999. The Shadow 200 is a
tactical unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAV) aimed at providing bri-
gade commanders with target ac-
quisition, battle damage assess-
ment, and improved battle man-
agement capabilities. Under the
contract, four tactical UAV sys-
tems for use in Army operational
test and evaluation will be pro-
duced.  The current schedule is
for delivery of the first system in
the third quarter of 2000.

AAI plans to test the UAV
Shadow 200 autopilot, payloads,
and data link at ATC.  Aberdeen
Proving Ground’s restricted air
space and proximity to AAI
Corporation’s engineering and
manufacturing facilities location
in Hunt Valley, Maryland, com-
bined with ATC’s testing exper-
tise made this partnership a true
winner.

ATC Forms Partnership for
Shadow 200 Flight Testing

“I think this is a very important
venture for both parties,” said
Colonel Andrew Ellis, Com-
mander of ATC.  “The Army is
definitely interested in making
sure it has UAVs for the tactical
Commander to give him the eyes
he needs.  This Memorandum of
Understanding is the start of a
good partnership between AAI
and ATC.”

Mr. Joe Thomas, Vice President
of AAI Corporation UAV Sys-
tems, said, “Working together
with Army testing engineers
early on in the Shadow develop-
ment ensures that we will deliver
a system to the Army that is safe
for the solider and meets all ex-
pectations for transportability
and use.  Also, ATC is close
enough to our facilities that it
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will not be necessary for AAI
personnel to be away from home
during the summer-long flight-
testing phase of development.
AAI plans to begin flight testing
soon.”

Ellis said to the teams, “We
worked hard to make sure we
could use the facilities and ca-
pabilities ATC has for Shadow
testing.  We’re here to help you
succeed.”
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